SENTINEL EXCLUSIVE: ERECHK PLANCHER CASE

treck Plancher stops for a photo on the campus of UCF in this February 2008 photo. He

RED HUBER (TOP), GEORGE SKENE/STAFF
Top, Gisele and Enock Plancher listen to
opening statements at the Ereck Plancher
civil trial. Below, the parents are congratu-
lated after the jury ruled in their favor.
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died the fellowing month.

Gisele and Enock Plancher still
mourning the loss of ‘perfect son’

By Ilana Limén | STAFF WRITER

Gisele Plancher, mother of UCF football player
Ereck Plancher; sobbed and reached for the car door
handle the moment she learned her son died.

“My sister was driving me home when we got the
phone call,” Gisele Plancher said. I tried to open the
car door because I wanted it torun over meand killme.
That's the only thing that can come to my head. My
sister kept stopping me, I just wanied to get under the
car and end all the pain. I was out of centrol.”

Inan exclusive interview with the Orlando Sentinel,
Enock and Gisele Plancher said the pain has never
stopped since their son died following UCFE foothail
offseason conditioning drills on March 18, 2008,

“He was my best friend,” Gisele Plancher said. 1
miss him so much every day of my life.”

The Planchers said they are grateful a jury on
Thursday ruled the UCF Athletics Association was
negligent in Ereck Plancher's death and awarded
them $10 million in damages. They called the trial and
vendict an important part of their son’s legacy, but they
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Ereck Plancher's Initlals are painted in the end zone
during the UCF football spring game in April 2008.

UCF coach George Q'Leary testifles in the Greck
Plancher civil trial at the Orange County courthouse.

Ereck Plancher's casket is brought into the auditorium
of Lely High in Naples for a memorial service in 2008.
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want Ereck Plancher to be re-
membered for more than heated
debates in court.

“He was the perfect son,”
Enock Plancher said. “He tried
to have a strict life. He tried to set

a good example for everyone, not

only in sports but in everything
hedid.”

Enock and Gisele Plancher
both grew up in Haiti. They both
moved to the United States in
search of a better life. They met

in‘Naples, fell in love and got _

married.

Their first child, Ereck M1
chael Plancher, was born on Dec.
13,1988.

“Jt was the best day of my life,”

Gisele Plancher said.
Ereck Plancher was an easy-
going, polite child. He was al-

ways close to his mother, sneak- .

ing up behind her and covenng
her with kisses.

She said Ereck Plancher was
so loving and well behaved, she
tried to give him everythmg he
wanted.

When he was young, that

meant letting him wear tuxedos
or Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles T-shirts. As he grew older;
she bought him video games and
alaptop.

Ereck Plancher was 9 years '

old when his younger brother,
Edwin, was born.

“Ereck took care of Edwin
until the day he died,” Enock
Plancher said. “He loved him.
They’'d do everything together.”
“Edwin Plancher is now 13
years old. His parents said they
think he is coping relatively well
with his brother’s death. He
enjoys playing video games and

has a large network of friends )

and family in Naples.

By the time Edwin was born,
his older brother already was
passionate about football.

Ereck Plancher didn't make
the varsity football team until

- his junior year at Lely High, but

the work ethic he learned watch-

ing his father run a shipping.

business and his mother juggle
two jobs helped him earn a UCF
scholarship.

He convinced his parents it
was a good idea to enroll at UCF

in .January 2007, six months .

earlier than most of the fresh-
man class. Enock Plancher said
- his son told him he wanted to get
his degree quickly so that he
could help take care of his family.

Gisele Plancher remembers
moving Ereck Plancher into his
dorm room and them crying all
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the way home. She called her son
seven times a day; risking inter-
rupting him in class just to hear
his voice.

“Whenever [ would cry he
would always tell me, ‘Mommy; [
love you.-Don't cry. Everything

* will be 'OK,'” Gisele Plancher

said. :

On Tuesday, March 18, 2008,
the Planchers said their world
was shattered.

They learned of their son’s
death, and the week that fol-
lowed was a blur of tears and
searing pain.

More than 3,000 people at-
tended Ereck Plancher’s memo-
rial service.

His parents said they remain

grateful for all the community
support.

“God put so many people in
my life to help me” Gisele
Plancher said. “T needed all of
them.”

Gisele Plancher fell intoa deep
depression, forcing her to take
four months off work after her

son died. For the first month,

relatives had to help feed her: She
began taking medication to con-

- conditioning workout supervised
by cuach George O'Leary.and his .

UCFAAis not operating asa state.
©‘agency. The ruling means UCFAA
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trol the depression and sleepless
nights. Her husband has also
suffered health problems.

She eventually returned to
work at Moorings Park, an as-
sisted living facility where her
supervisor let her take breaks
when she was overwhelmed
with sadness.

Amid their grief, the Planch-
ers said they struggled to get
clear answers about what caused
their son’s death. They ulti-
mately decided to file a wrongful

.death lawsuit against UCFAA.

“We want really to know the
truth about how Ereck died,”
Enock Plancher . said. “They
didn’t want tb tell us the truth.
And also, we want to teach them
a lesson about how to protect
their kids.”

The Planchers sat in the court-
room during the thee-week trial.

Their attorneys argued Ereck
Plancher died from complica-
tions of sickle cell trait and could
have been saved if UCFAA staff
had intervened when he showed
signs of distress. UCFAA at-
torneys insisted he died of an
undiagnosed heart condition

not pro\.ride “clearand convinc

“ing evidence” O'Leary endan- ;
- gered Plancher’s life by ordenng
; \water and athletlc trainers out h

and no one could have saved his
life.

Tt was so hard for me to be in
the courtroom and listen to the
evidence,” Gisele Plancher said.
*I ery so much when I listen to
some of the storjes."” 3

UCFAA is planning its ap-
peals. Plancher family attorneys
are confident the jury’s verdict
will not be overturned.

The Planchers thanked their
attorneys and returned to

‘Naples Saturday They will go

back to work Monday, skipping
holiday celebrations.

They said they hope the atten-
tion surrounding trial will help
protect other athletes with sickle
cell trait.

“That was a terrible thing, a
mother losing a child,” Gisele
Plancher said. “I don't want that
to happen to anyone. I want
Ereck to keep helping others. I
want him to save others.”
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