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MATT ROURKE / AVVociaWed PUeVV
Police inYeVWigaWe afWeU Whe Vchool bXV
accidenW aW PennVbXU\ High School WhaW
injXUed eighW VWXdenWV in 2007. AVhle\
ZaXflik ZaV UXn oYeU, and Vhe VXffeUed Whe
ZoUVW injXUieV.
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Jur\ awards $14 million for loss of leg due to bus

B\ Bill Reed

Inquirer Staff Writer

A BXckV CoXnW\ jXU\ aZaUded $14 million Monda\ Wo a
foUmeU PennVbXU\ High VWXdenW Zho loVW heU lefW leg
Zhen Vhe ZaV UXn oYeU b\ a Vchool bXV in 2007.

The jXU\ of eighW Zomen and foXU men YoWed XnanimoXVl\
Wo aZaUd 21-\eaU-old AVhle\ ZaXflik $2.9 million foU paVW
and fXWXUe medical coVWV and $11.1 million foU pain,
VXffeUing, and diVfigXUemenW.

MinXWeV afWeU Whe YeUdicW, Whe FaiUleVV HillV Zoman VWood
on heU UighW leg and hXgged UelaWiYeV, fUiendV, and heU
lead aWWoUne\, ThomaV Kline, Zhile Vhe Vmiled WhUoXgh
WeaUV.

BXW WheUe'V no gXaUanWee WhaW Vhe Zill collecW Whe fXll
YeUdicW becaXVe of a $500,000 VWaWe cap limiWing Whe
geneUal liabiliW\ foU Vchool diVWUicWV and mXnicipaliWieV.
The YeUdicW Zill pUobabl\ be appealed b\ Whe Vchool
diVWUicW in Whe ne[W feZ da\V, Kline Vaid, and JXdge RobeUW
J. Mellon Zill inVWiWXWe Whe cap amoXnW. AW WhaW poinW, Kline
Vaid, he Zill Wake Whe caVe Wo a higheU coXUW Wo challenge
Whe cap.

"We'Ue on Whe Uoad Wo Whe SXpeUioU CoXUW and Whe
SXpUeme CoXUW of PennV\lYania," Kline Vaid afWeU Whe
foXU-da\ ciYil WUial. "TheUe'V no moUe ZoUWh\ a caVe Whan a
\oXngVWeU, an innocenW YicWim in a Vchool\aUd accidenW,
decided b\ a conVeUYaWiYe jXU\. The\ conVideUed Whe
YeUdicW doZn Wo Whe pennieV."

PennVbXU\'V laZ\eU, DaYid Cohen, haV declined Wo
diVcXVV Whe caVe WhUoXghoXW Whe WUial.

The diVWUicW did noW Wake UeVponVibiliW\ foU Whe accidenW
XnWil laVW Zeek, on Whe eYe of Whe WUial, VWipXlaWing WhaW iWV
bXV dUiYeU had miVWakenl\ VWepped on Whe gaV pedal
inVWead of Whe bUake. ZaXflik ZaV Whe moVW VeUioXVl\
injXUed of Whe eighW VWXdenWV Zho haYe claimV againVW Whe
diVWUicW, and Whe $500,000 coYeUV all of Whem.

AUmed ZiWh Whe jXU\'V finding of Whe facWV and Whe aZaUd,
Kline challenged Whe PennVbXU\ Vchool boaUd "Wo do ZhaW
iV UighW and jXVW and faiU." IW coXld VWaUW, he Vaid, b\
agUeeing Wo pa\ foU a high-Wech aUWificial leg WhaW Whe
diVWUicW'V onl\ ZiWneVV, RichaUd Rile\, Uecommended.
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$14M award for woman hit b\ busA OLIH-FDUH SODQQHU ZKR WHVWLILHG IRU ZDXIOLN UHFRPPHQGHG
WKH VDPH SURVWKHVLV, HTXLSSHG ZLWK D PLFUR-VHQVRU, DW D
FRVW RI $2 PLOOLRQ IRU WKH QH[W 56 \HDUV, KHU OLIH H[SHFWDQF\. RLOH\ SURMHFWHG WKH OLIHWLPH FRVW RI SURVWKHVHV DW $1.5
PLOOLRQ.

CRKHQ, LQ KLV FORVLQJ DUJXPHQWV, WROG WKH MXURUV WR DZDUG WKH $1.5 PLOOLRQ LI WKH\ WKRXJKW ZDXIOLN ZRXOG ZHDU WKH
SURVWKHVLV.

TKH MXU\ DZDUGHG D ORW PRUH - $338,580.49 IRU WKH 40 GD\V RI KHU RULJLQDO KRVSLWDOL]DWLRQ DQG DOO RWKHU FRVWV WR GDWH,
ZKLFK ERWK VLGHV KDG DJUHHG WR, DQG $2.6 PLOOLRQ IRU IXWXUH PHGLFDO FRVWV, YLUWXDOO\ HTXDOLQJ WKH DPRXQW
UHFRPPHQGHG E\ WKH OLIH-FDUH SODQQHU.

FRU QRQHFRQRPLF GDPDJHV, WKH\ DZDUGHG $11.1 PLOOLRQ IRU SDLQ DQG VXIIHULQJ, HPEDUUDVVPHQW, DQG KXPLOLDWLRQ,
ORVV RI HQMR\PHQW RI OLIH, DQG GLVILJXUHPHQW.

"AVVHVVLQJ SDLQ LV KDUG," KOLQH WROG WKH MXU\ LQ KLV FORVLQJ DUJXPHQWV. "A 20,000-SRXQG VFKRRO EXV UDQ RYHU KHU . . .
FUXVKLQJ KHU ZKLOH FRQVFLRXV, ZKLOH DOLYH. YRX KDYH WR SXW D YDOXH RQ WKLQJV QR RQH ZRXOG YROXQWHHU IRU."

HH UHPLQGHG WKH MXU\ RI WKH PHQWDO DQJXLVK ZDXIOLN KDV VXIIHUHG: AVNLQJ LQ WKH VFKRRO \DUG ZKHWKHU VKH ZDV JRLQJ
WR GLH, DVNLQJ KRXUV DIWHU WKH DFFLGHQW ZKHWKHU VKH ZRXOG ZDON DJDLQ, QRW EHOLHYLQJ KHU DPSXWDWLRQ ZDV UHDO, DQG
VXIIHULQJ D EUHDNGRZQ DQG GHSUHVVLRQ.

"SHH, WKHQ, KHU SUHWW\ VPLOH - VHH ZKDW'V WKHUH," KOLQH VDLG. "AQG DVN ZKDW LW UHDOO\ ZRXOG FRVW XV WR EH AVKOH\."

AIWHU WKH YHUGLFW, KOLQH FDOOHG RQ WKH VFKRRO ERDUG WR "FRPH RXW RI KLGLQJ" DQG UHDFK D PRUH UHDVRQDEOH SD\PHQW
WKDQ WKH $500,000 FDS SURYLGHV.

"TKLV LV D ZDNH-XS FDOO IRU WKH FDS. TKHVH FDVHV GRQ'W FRPH DORQJ YHU\ RIWHQ - RQFH LQ D OLIHWLPH," VDLG KOLQH, ZKR
KDV EHHQ D ODZ\HU IRU 32 \HDUV. "TKH VFKRRO GLVWULFW LV LQVXUHG IRU WKLV NLQG RI LQFLGHQW, DQG WKH LQVXUDQFH LV IRU PRUH
WKDQ $500,000."

SFKRRO BRDUG PUHVLGHQW AOODQ WHLVHO VDLG KH KDG QR FRPPHQW RQ RQJRLQJ OLWLJDWLRQ.

 

Contact staff writer Bil l Reed at 215-801-2964, wreed@philly.com, or @breedbucks on Twitter. Read his blog, "BucksInq," at

www.philly.com/bucksinq.
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